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At present there is no law existing that prohibits an un-marri
woman from becoming a mother. No sentence of imprisonment
fine can be imposed on such a mother. Hence, one cannot s
that it is illegal. The child is the legitimate offspring of the moth
It inherits its mother's property. But if the mother proves that
particular man is responsible for her pregnancy then that person
considered as the putative father of the child and the child gets sor
share in that father's property. That is all so far as the law
concerned.

The major religions of India i.e. Hindusim, Islam and Chris-
tianity put a premium on virginity. They lay down that a woman
ought to become a mother only by her husband. Even in the USA,
where pre-marital sex is a norm of society, an unwed mother is treated
with scorn. Except in primitive societies and some tribes of Africa
unwed mothers are not accepted in society. This shows the strength
of a tradition which transcends the barriers of race, clime and country.
But it does not prove its worth or validity.

In 1984 a lady by the name of Helen Morgan was adjudged
to be the most beautiful woman in a worldwide beauty contest held
in London. When it was found out that she was an unwed mother
a hue and cry went up. She was forced to give up the award. Is
this not a case of importing irrational ideas into the sector of beauty
contest without any sort of relevance?

Nowadays many divorced mothers in the USA are giving up
the idea of remarriage and are addressing themselves to the task
of bringing up their children in a happy and healthy manner. They
forego their pleasures and happiness for the sake of their children.
They play the role of both mother and father to the child. Of late
single parent families are growing in number. Some people may
have jitters when they think of a child brought up in a home without
a man. This feeling is due to the prevalence of the male dominated
society all along. But, in a society where men and women are treated
as equals there can be no scope for such misapprehension, Some
psychologists state that a healthy child cannot *be reared in a family
without a father. This is not ture. This concept is born out of male
chauvinistic tradition.

Generally, every woman would like to be a mother. Apart from
this, situations do arise when a woman is tucked into motherhood
Some women resort to abortion; yet others resort to infanticide to
escape social disapproval. After all, social mprality depends on time
and place. Our society condemns the unwed mother wfoemas In